The Twelve Shi’ite Imams - Family Details 
By 


Ruqaiyyah Waris Maqsood. 


(Extracted from her forthcoming Life of the Prophet, to be 
published by the Islamic Research Institute of Islamabad in 
2006) 


Most Sunni Muslims have not studied the details of the 
family or descendants of the Prophet (pbuh) beyond some 
knowledge of his more famous wives. I have found family 
details of his descendants most interesting, and have done 
my best to present their details accurately. 


The First Imam of the Shi’at Ali was Ali b. Abu 
Talib (b.13" Rajab/25" May 600 — d.Ramadan 40/January 
21% 660). He fathered at least 28 children. 


Ali’s first wife — and his only wife while she lived — was the 
Prophet’s (pbuh) youngest daughter Fatimah. Fatimah’s 
mother was the Prophet’s (pbuh) life-partner Khadijah bint 
Khuwaylid. 


During their marriage Ali did seek to marry a second 
wife, Juwayriyyah bint Abu Jahl of Makhzum, the 
beautiful and haughty daughter of one of the Prophet’s 
(pbuh) most bitter enemies, a man Fatimah had despised. 
Although Abu Jahl had been slain at the battle of Badr, 
Fatimah could not bear the thought of having his daughter as 
a sister-wife. The Prophet (pbuh) was so upset on her behalf 
that he even spoke of it in a public sermon. He first praised 
his non-Muslim son-in-law Abu’l-As who, in the old days of 
persecution in Makkah had turned down the offer of one of 
the most beautiful Quraysh girls in order to remain faithful 
to his eldest daughter, Zaynab. Now his youngest daughter, 
Fatimah, was being hurt, and as the most tender of fathers, 
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he cared deeply about that. The Prophet (pbuh) had a special 
love for Fatimah. He was not ashamed to declare publicly 
that his daughter Fatimah was his ‘heart and soul’, and that 
whoever offended her also hurt him. He did not request Ali 
to give up the thought of this second marriage, but insisted 
that if he went ahead with it, he should divorce Fatimah first. 


‘The house of Hisham seeks permission to marry their 
daughter to Ali son of Abu Talib,’ he stated angrily. ‘I will 
not permit this. I will never allow this. The son of Abu Talib 
may divorce my daughter and marry their daughter if he 
wishes — but Fatimah is a part of me,’ he said. “Anyone who 
torments her is tormenting me, and anyone harming her will 
harm me!’ 


‘I do not wish to convert lawful into unlawful, or unlawful 
into lawful,’ he continued. ‘But, by Allah, the daughter of 
the Messenger of Allah and the daughter of that enemy of 
Allah cannot be put together.’[1] Ali could not do it. He 
could not hurt them, and just as the Prophet (pbuh) never 
turned aside from his true life-and-love partner Khadijah 
until after her death, so Ali did not marry another wife until 
after Fatimah’s death. 


e By Fatimah Ali fathered Hasan, Husayn, Zaynab al-Kubra 
(the Elder) and Zaynab al-Sughra (the younger — who is 
usually called Umm Kulthum) and at least two children who 
died — Rugaiyyah and Muhsin 

e by Khawlah bint Jafar b. Qays al-Hanafi, he fathered 
Muhammad (Abu’! Qasim) 

e by Umm Habibah bint Rabi’ah he fathered twins, Umar 
and Rugaiyyah 

e by Fatimah bint Hizam b. Khalid b. Darim (who was 
known as Umm Banin because she had four sons) fathered 
Abbas (b.26AH), Jafar (b. 27), Uthman (b.29), and Abdullah 
(b.32) who were all martyred in the Battle of Karbala along 
with Husayn 

e by Layla bint Mas’ud al-Darimihe fathered two sons, 
Muhammad the younger (also called Abu Bakr) and 
Ubaydallah 
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e by Asma bint Umays (the ex-wife of his older brother 
Jafar, and also ex-wife of Abu Bakr) he fathered one son, 
Yahya (and possibly one other - Muhammad Asghar) 

e by Umm Sa’id the daughter of Urwah b. Mas’ud the chief 
of Taif and Maymunah bint Abu Sufyan he fathered Umm 
Hasan and Ramlah 

e by the Prophet’s (pbuh) grand-daughter Umamah, the 
daughter of Abu’! As and the Prophet’s (pbuh) daughter 
Zaynab, he either remained childless or had one son 
Muhammad Aswad 

e by Muhyat bint Imru’! Qays he had a daughter that died in 
infancy. Imru’! Qays was a Christian convert who had three 
daughters, giving one to Ali, one to Hasan and one to Husayn 

e and by other mothers he fathered the daughters Nafisah, 
Zaynab the youngest, Ruqaiyyah the younger, Umm Hani, 
Umm Kiram, Jumanah, Umanah, Umm Salamah, 
Maymunah, Khadijah and Fatimah. 


This totals 30, of whom 27 or 28 survived infancy. Six of 
Ali’s own sons, the four sons of Umm Banin and the two 
sons of Layla, died in battle alongside their half-brother 
Husayn at Karbala. 


The Second Imam - Hasan b. Ali(b.15™ Ramadan 
3/18' March 625 — d.7" Safar 50/6" March 670) had 15 
children, and died at the age of 45 (47 in AH years). 

e byUmm Bashir bint Abu Mas’ud Uqbah Amr b. 
Thalabah al-Khazraji he fathered Zayd (who lived to be 90), 
Umm Hasan and Umm Husayn 

e by Umm Ishaq bint Talhah b. Ubaydallah he fathered 
Husayn al-athram (the broken-tooth), Talhah and Fatimah 

e by Khawlah bint Manzur al-Farazi he fathered Hasan al- 
Muthannah (who was to marry Husayn’s daughter Fatimah, 
the half-sister of Hasan’s own daughter Fatimah, since Umm 
Ishaq married Husayn after his death) 

e by one slave-wife (Ramlah) he fathered Umar, Qasim, and 
Abdullah 

e and by other slave-wives he fathered Abdu’r Rahman, Umm 
Abdullah, Fatimah, Umm Salamah and Ruqaiyyah. 
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Abdu’r Rahman went on pilgrimage with his uncle Husayn 
and died at Abwa in ihram. Umar, Qasim and Abdullah died 
as martyrs at Karbala with their uncle Husayn. Hasan al- 
Muthannah was wounded in the battle, but survived it only 
to die at the young age of 35. 


The Third Imam - Husayn b. Ali (b.3% or 5‘ Shaban 
4/8" January 626 — d.10 Muharram 61/10 October 680) 
had six children. 

e by Shahrzanan (also called Shahrbanawayh) the 
daughter of Khusraw Yazdigard b. Shariyar b. Khusraw 
he fathered Abu Muhammad Ali Zayn al-Abidin 

e by Layla bint Abu Murrah the grand-daughter of Urwah 
b. Mas’ud of Taif he fathered Ali Akbar (or Kubra) 

e by a Quda’ah woman he fathered Jafar 

e by Rabab bint Imru’l Qaysb. Adiy of Kalb of Ma’d 
(another source said she was Rabab bint Imru’l Qays of 
Kindah) he fathered the daughter Rugayyah (also called 
Sakinah or confusingly Sukaynah) and the son Abdullah (Ali 
Asghar or Sughra) 

e and by Umm Ishaq the daughter of Talhah b. Ubaydallah 
(whom he married after the death of Hasan), he fathered 
Fatimah (Sukaynah). Umm Ishaq had therefore borne 
children to both brothers, and confusingly both of her 
daughters were called Fatimah. Husayn also married Atikah 
bint Zayd. 


Rabab’s son Abdullah (Ali Asghar) was the baby killed in 
his father’s arms, by an arrow at Karbala. Husayn died at the 
age of 54 (57 in AH years). 


The Fourth Imam -— Ali Zayn al-Abidin/Abu Muhammad 
b. Husayn (b.5"Shaban 38/6"January 659 — 
d.25" Muharram 95/315‘ October 712 or 20 October 713), 
had fifteen children. 

e byUmm Abdullah bint Hasan b. Alihe fathered 
Muhammad (Abu Jafar) al-Baqir (born 57/676/7 — died 
114/732 at the age of 57) 

e by one slave-wife he fathered Abdullah, Hasan and Husayn 
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e by asecond slave-wife he fathered Zayd and Umar 

e bya third slave-wife he fathered Husayn al-Asghar, 
Abdu’r Rahman, Sulayman, Ali and Khadijah 

e bya fourth slave-wife he fathered Muhammad al-Asghar 

e bya fifth slave-wife he fathered Fatimah, Aliyyah and 
Umm Kulthum. 
His claim to the Imamate was contested at first by his uncle, 
Ali’s son Muhammad al-Hanafiyyah, and a sect formed in 
his name. Ali Zayn died at the age of 53 (57 in AH years) by 
poisoning in Madinah and was buried in al-Baqi cemetery. 
His son Zayd became the Imam of another sect - the Zaydis 
of Yemen. 


The Fifth Imam - Muhammad (Abu Jafar) al-Baqir b. 
Ali b. Husayn (b.3™ Safar 57/ 16 December 676 — 
d.7" Dhu’! Hijjah 114/28" January 733) had seven children. 

«e by Umm Farwah bint Qasim b. Muhammad b. Abu Bakr 
he fathered Abu Abdullah Jafar al-Sadiq and Abdullah 

e byUmm Hakim bint Asid b. Mughirah b. Shuba al- 
Thaqafi he fathered Ibrahim and Ubaydallah who both died 
in infancy 

e by one slave-wife he fathered Ali and Zaynab 

e by a second slave-wife he fathered Umm Salamah. 


He died at the age of 57. 


The Sixth Imam - Jafar al-Sadiq (b.17® Rabi al-Awwal 
83/20" April 702 — d.25" Shawwal 148/14" December 765) 
had ten children. 

e by Fatimah bint Husayn b. Ali b. Husayn he fathered 
Isma’il, Abdullah and Umm Farwah 

e by one slave-wife, Hamida al-Barbariyyah, he fathered 
Musa/Abv’l Hasan, Ishaq and Muhammad 

e byother mothers he fathered Abbas, Ali, Asma and 
Fatimah. 


Isma’il died before his father (in 143/760), and the Shi’ites 


known as Isma’ilis or Seveners claim that the Imamate 
passed down his line. Others declared the Imamate of Musa 
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al-Kazim rather than his older brother Abdullah (who was 
known as aftah, meaning flat-footed, and whose sect was 
consequently called al-Fathiyyah). Imam Jafar died at the 
age of 63 (65 in AH years). 


The Seventh Imam - Abu’! Hasan Musa al- 
Kazim (b.7" Safar 129/28" October 746 — d.25™* Rajab 
183/18 September 799) had thirty-seven children, nineteen 
sons and eighteen daughters, all by slave-wives. He died 
aged 54. His slave-wife Umm Banin bore his successor Ali 
al-Rida. 


The Eighth Imam - Abu’! Hasan Ali b. Musa (Ali al- 
Rida) (b.11"Dhu’l Qidah 148/29" December 765 — 
d.17" Safar 203/24" August 818) had only one child, his son 
Abu Jafar Muhammad b. Ali, who was seven years old when 
his father died, the son of a Nubian slave wife- 
called Sabika. He died at the age of 53 (55 in AH years). 


The Ninth Imam - Muhammad al-Hadi b. Ali al-Rida 
(Taqi al-Jawad) (b.10" Rajab 195/8"March 811 — 
d.30" Dhu’! Qidah 220/25" November 835) had two sons, 
Ali (by the slave-wife Sumanah) and Musa, and two 
daughters Fatimah and Imamah. He died at the age of 24-5. 


The Tenth Imam - Abu’! Hasan Ali al-Askar b. 
Muhammad al-Hadi (b.2™ Rajab 212/27" September 827 — 
d.3™ Rajab 254/28" June 868; also called Ali al-Hadi). His 
children included Abu Muhammad Hasan by a slave-wife 
Hadith, Husayn, Muhammad, Jafar and Aishah. He died at 
the age of 41-2. 


The Eleventh Imam - Hasan b. Ali al-Askar (b.8" Rabi 
ath-Thani 232/3™ December 846 — d.8" Rabi al-Awwal 
260/1* January 874). He died at the age of 28, leaving one 
son by his slave-wife Narjis, whose birth he had concealed. 
Ths son was not publicly known in his lifetime, and people 
could not recognise him after Hasan’s death. His estate was 
seized by his brother Jafar. 
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The Twelfth Imam — Muhammad al-Muntazar (al- 
Mahdi) was born on 15" Shaban 255/29" July 869. He was 
five years old at the time of his father’s death, and went into 
occultation. He is the last Imam of the Imami or Twelvers. 
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